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The Grown Prosecutor said there were a certain number of exemptions, and
witness would probably know if he was exempt.
Mr. Gandhi said he had not the slightest information of any exemption. His
position was that his client felt aggrieved and decided to suffer with his poorer
countrymen because they were suddenly called upon to submit to the Asiatic Act,
having complied with voluntary registration. They thought they would not be called
upon to do so.
THE MAGISTRATE : You took to hawking lately to put yourself in the same
position as the hawkers?
ACCUSED : I took to hawking to defend my people.
MR. GANDHI: You are one of the people who assisted the Govern-
ment in carrying out the compromise?
[ACCUSED :] Yes; I endeavoured to explain to my own people what the com-
promise was, and I told them if they complied with voluntary registration, they would
not be called upon to submit.
[GAKDHIJI:] And the members of the Society you represent followed
your advice and took out voluntary registration certificates?
[ACCUSED :] Yes.
In further examination, the witness said he had seen a circular in connection
with hawkers who did not comply with the Act. He was married and had a wife
and children residing in Johannesburg, and he had resided there himself for 13
years.
THE EXEMPTIONS
Mr. T. H. Jefferson, Chief Inspector of Licences, called by Mr. Gandhi, stated
he had got a list of names of people who were exempted from having to comply with
the terms of the Act. They were not compelled to give thumb-impressions. He could
not recall the names and he only got the list yesterday. He did not know if any
of the accused were exempt
Mr. Gandhi, in his address to the Court, said the only point he would deal
with was the question of exemptions. He asked the Court to take note of the arbit-
rary proceedings on the part of the Government, He had absolutely no knowledge
that there were any exemptions, but he wished to point out that in the Asiatic
Act there was absolutely no authority given to the Government to grant exemptions,
and was the Court going to countenance an arbitrary administration of the Act?
The Magistrate said the charge was admitted and that was all he had got to do
with it. He sentenced the accused to pay a fine of 10 s or [undergo] imprisonment for
four days with hard labour.
Mahomed Ebrahim Kunkey, Moosa Bagas, Mahomed Ebrahim, Ahmed
Mahomed Motara and S. Bagas were similarly sentenced after formal evidence.
Thambi Naidoo was also charged with hawking without a licence, and after
formal evidence of arrest the accused gave evidence. He stated he was a cartage
contractor and had taken to hawking since last Friday, He went to gaol in January
last for noixxEBpiiance with the Registration Act. He was one of the signatories to